News from the National CLC winter board meeting in Galveston, Texas
by Martina Butler, Peach State Region National Representative
January 2012


This is my seventh time representing our club at the National Board Meeting.  Unlike last years winter board meeting, Atlanta had no snow and travel to Galveston was perfect.  Steve Stewart, the editor of the Self Starter was in charge of the activities and did a marvelous job showing us the area attractions. A write up of the events will be in an upcoming issue of the Self Starter.

On Saturday morning we gathered extra early and started our meeting.  We had a near record attendance.  Last year, the severe snow prohibited many from coming.  The Treasurer’s Report showed that the club lives within it’s means.  Our advertising manager has increased revenue substantially.  Cadillac has purchased ads again as well.  I think it is a good sign for the company.

The Self Starter editor reports that there is a good backlog of articles.  When submitting an article make sure you have high quality photos to go with the article.  The high-resolution photos are needed for reproduction in the magazine.   There is talk to put the Self Starter on-line using password access only.  Obviously sharing the password is an issue.  Also memberships might have both options, online and the magazine in the mail, or the mailed version.  Details will be worked out at a later date.

Membership in the CLC is down by a small margin, now at 7231 members.  We were once again reminded that our regional club members need to be members of the national CLC as well.  Not only do we benefit by getting this great magazine, but also through the CLC membership, we have insurance coverage.  If our region would have to purchase this coverage ourselves, the membership fee would increase substantially. Please use the CLC web site often.  There is a lot of great information available:
www.cadillaclasalleclub.org

The CLC is very active in many foreign countries and new chapters have been formed in Finland and Denmark. 

Once again, the CLC has a beautiful display at the Barrett Jackson Auction and in the past has been successfully adding new members from this event.  

Marsha Redman, our CLC National Meets and Tours director informed us that the host hotel for the Florida GN is full and the overflow hotel has been posted in the January issue of the Self Starter.

Event hotel:
The Renaissance Resort at World Golf Village
500 S. Legacy Trail
St. Augustine, GL 32092
Room Rate $89 per night
Reservations:  800-266-0432
Direct:  904-940-8000

Back up hotel:
Comfort Suites at World Golf Village
475 Commerce Lake Drive
St. Augustine, FL 32095
Room Rate is $94.99 per night
Reservations:  904-940-9500

REQUEST THE 2012 CLC GRAND NATIONAL SPECIAL RATE
If you are planning a trip to the GN, please sign up for the activities as quickly as possible.  And if you bring a car, make sure to register it as well.  After talking with the experts from the judging group, I was told the following:  

Start your car in the PRIMARY class.  You may not get an award, but you can request a judging sheet from Carl Steig, the head judge.  This will give you detailed information on how your car was judged.  If your car did not fare as well as expected, you can enter it in the TOURING class the next time around.  If you start out in touring class and your cars scores over 92 points your car will be disqualified.  Go to page 61 of the 2012 International Member Directory.  There is itemized information available.  Touring vs. Primary.  

The CLC museum board is still looking for a great Cadillac, preferably pre war, to be auctioned off.  All proceeds will go to the museum.

Since the GN is early this year, the Awards Committee deadline is March 1.  Our Peach State region is hard at work and will enter an application.  

Is anybody going to Hershey, PA this fall?  If so, please sign up for a 3-hour shift manning the Cadillac tent.  Help is much needed and you will get to meet great people.  Please let me know.

Thanks to Emerson Duke we issued 6 newsletters per year. That is a great accomplishment. 

Upcoming Events – mark your calendars, you don’t want to miss any of them:
October 10 – 13, 2012		Las Vegas Region – Driving Tour
May 2013			Northern California Region will host the driving tour:
				“Mendocino and Sonoma Coast”
July 31 – August 4, 2013	New England Region will host the GN
				Boston, MA
2014				Northern Indiana Driving Tour
2014				GN – Lake George, NY
2015				GN – Las Vegas
2015				Driving Tour hosted by the Motor City Region	


I submitted our Peach State Activities report and we really are an active group.  Nice to show off and share that we are really involved.  Of course, we have the better weather on our side.  

As you all know, I am the co-chair of the awards committee.  Besides receiving the great applications for the awards, we also get complaints.  The awards banquet is too long came up quite a bit.  Last year in Columbus, a decision was made to expedite the process. Well, now it was too short.  Surely, we will find a middle of the road way of handling it.  

A nominating committee was formed and I was once again approached to run for a nationally elected position.  This time I agreed and will put my hat in the ring.  No matter the outcome, I will represent our club in the same manner, elected or as present an appointed member of the board. 

It has been my pleasure representing our club.

Happy Motoring,
Martina Butler
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