News from the National CLC summer board meeting in Columbus, OH
by Martina Butler, Peach State Region National Representative

August 2011
It was a pleasure to represent the Peach State Region at the summer board meeting in Columbus, OH in conjunction with the GN hosted by the region.  It was my 5th Grand National and my 6th National Board Meeting.  

The Cadillac CLC membership presently has 7329 members, slightly down from our January meeting with a number of dues outstanding.  Other car clubs have not faired as well and are losing membership.  Cadillac has been fortunate to continue to attract new members.  

Our Self Starter editor reported that he has quite a backlog of good stories for future publications but he wants to keep the pipeline full.  So if you have an article you think might be of interest to the membership, please submit it.  Excellence is rewarded with the “Author of the Year” award.  Our very own Jay Friedman won this award in 2010.

All regional Vice Presidents made their reports. Our VP is Lee Herbermann from Pittsburgh.  The Southeastern Region is doing well with the exception of Kentucky/Tennessee.  They have just recently lost their president and he was also the newsletter editor. It is my suggestion to invite Tennessee members to an event our club sponsors in the northern part of our state.  They helped us out when we needed more folks to support us at the BPOC our club hosted.  

Fred Bausch, VP from the Northern California region, is the US organizer for the international GN Spring 2012 in Australia.  If you would like to get some information about this trip, please contact me. It is not too late to join. A group of US members are planning on going to Australia. 

David Rubin is the new Information Technology Director.  The CLC has made great progress and they have a message board, are using Twitter and Facebook.  Lars Kneller, our CLC president encourages everyone to join Facebook and “LIKE” Cadillac.  By the end of the year they would like to see a huge increase in their Facebook activity.  Try it when you get a chance, it has interesting Cadillac information, photos, etc.  

The Membership Promotion/Publication Committee completed a survey and released the results.  They were also successful to get retail space from Barrett Jackson.  They were given a generous 10’x10’ space for free.  Normal vendor cost is $30,000 for this space.  In addition, the also had a prime location and they were able to recruit 33 brand new members during the Barrett Jackson Auction.  About 250,000 people came past the Cadillac Exhibit.  In addition, Barrett Jackson will also give all CLC members a 20% discount.  

Paul Ayres, our liaison with the corporate folks at Cadillac, reported that the company is more approachable.  Don Butler is the Cadillac GM and everyone is hopeful that Cadillac will resume funding the CLC mission.  In the past they purchased a full-page ad in the Self Starter, paid a generous amount towards the Welcome Reception at the GN and made a contribution to the purchase for the awards presented at the end of the GN meeting during an awards banquet.  

Jack McClow, who is a member in the Potomac Region, as well as the Peach State Region, is the Newsletter Excellence Award Chair.  He is suggesting that we post our newsletter on the web.  We have not done so and newsletters are only distributed to Peach State members.  It was suggested that perhaps we could post the “old” one when a new one is sent to the membership. A password only access to the newsletter might be an idea.  

The CLC Museum and Research Center suggested that all board members contribute $1000 to the new museum.  Well, I have done my share, but will not be able to do that by the time we have our next board meeting in January.  During the welcome reception at the GN, several items were auctioned off, including a donated vehicle.  About $10,000 was raised for the museum. If you have something you would like to donate, please contact me.

Gary Fischer from the Columbus, OH region and I are the co-chairs of the Awards Committee.  Deadline for award nominations is March 1, 2012.  Please look at page 30 of your national directory.  I think our Peach State region could possibly qualify for the Norm Uhlir Regional Activity Award.  From my conversations with members in other regions, we truly have a lot going on.  Some clubs only hold monthly meetings in a restaurant. 

Dee Pelligrini reported that there will be additional ads in the Self Starter for the CLC club apparel.  They are also adding another vendor.  Check out the apparel site on the website. 

Please mark your calendar for the next GN: 
June 13 – 16, 2012     RENAISSANCE RESORT WORLD GOLF VILLAGE




St. Augustine, FL.  

The negotiated room rate is $89.00

The resort just completed a $10 million renovation of guest rooms and public areas and meeting space.  The hotel has 300 guestrooms.  Please make your hotel reservations early.  You don’t want to stay in the overflow hotel.  The fun is at the host hotel.  For reservations call:  800-266-9432, Reference:  2012 Florida Suncoast Regional Cadillac LaSalle Club. We anticipate a great turnout from our members.  Get the cars ready, make your reservations soon!!!!   It will be so much fun!
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It was my pleasure to represent our region.  We are in full compliance with all national expectations.  On January 14, 2012 I will once again represent our region at the next CLC Board Meeting in Galveston, Texas.  

Happy Motoring,

Martina Butler
PS:  Please renew your membership in the CLC.  The annual rate is $35 for “slow mail” and you get the most wonderful “Self Starter” magazine.  The recent issue is a 50-year tribute to the 1961 Caddies.  I think the best issue ever, truly outstanding.  Also the national club underwrites us for so many things.  And membership is mandatory for all tours, GN events, etc.  Please don’t delay and renew and if you have not yet joined, please join!

