Lewis, graphics files for GM, Buick, Olds, Pontiac, Cadillac symbols you used on the web site would be nice. Also, can you verify the names of the clubs in attendance? Thanks, Doug
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29th Annual Peach Blossom Buick, Olds, Pontiac and Cadillac (BOPC) Show

Friday afternoon, April 23rd: Peach State BOPC Chairman Lewis Schwartz and BOPC coordinators Martina Butler and Sandy Partridge met attendees in the parking lot. We were just catching up, and chillin’ with a brewski in our lawn chairs. The weather was great: Sunny and 72 degrees. Perfect, in fact.
Friday evening at the hotel: 

Registration for nearly a hundred people went effortlessly. The Kick-off Party hosted 65 members of the following clubs for hors d’oerves and a cash bar: 
· Peach State Cadillac & LaSalle
· Southeast Region of the GTO Club of America
· Dixie Chapter Buick Club of America 
· Olds
· Allante Club
It was nice enough Friday evening that many folks hung out in the parking lot, near the cars, talking and taking pictures. The custom-designed t-shirts, by noted car show designer Cory Correll, were big hits as well. A few collector cars were seen cruising the Marietta Square, just about a mile from the hotel. A large turnout was on the square for music and food for a “Taste of Marietta,” and the colorful cars from the Fifties, Sixties and Seventies became an active part of the host city’s entertainment.
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Saturday morning:  The weather was “iffy” from the start. Forecasters tracking tornados west of here had swung from “It will pass us by to the north,” to “Batten down the hatches, we’re in for a toad strangler!”  But we had a great turnout. There were eight classes, and a number of cars appeared for each class. Eighty-eight (88) participants had pre-registered. But amazingly, fifteen additional entrants drove up unannounced, in the rain. With only twelve “no-shows,” the meet was considered a huge success, numbers-wise.  DJ Pete Bowbliss of Audio Celebrations played oldies and current rock ‘n’ roll throughout the day, in spite of having to hold his tent down with his free hand! That afternoon one was heard to say “This weather [bleeps!]” But many, many participants told us that it was a super show despite the rain. Other clubs know how hard this is to stage even in great weather, and they said so to Peach State people throughout the day.  No one can manage the weather, Lewis!
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Saturday afternoon:  We hung out at the hotel after having burgers and chicken sandwiches, waiting for a break in the weather. The rain and chilly temps put a damper on the excitement, but they gave us all a chance to spend a little time talking about the cars and other car-related activities.  

Lewis also pre-registered 16 vendors. Only three were no-shows, and five vendors drove in, unannounced. At least two have indicated they were impressed enough to join the Peach State Cadillac club – and neither owns a Cadillac currently. We also have had two other Cadillac lovers ask for membership materials. We fully expect to be adding their names to the roster within a week.
Event Photos:  Attendee Jeff Alman, a Cadillac lover from Miami posing as an Oldsmobile man, has a marvelous eye for composing long and close-up shots of classic automobiles. Jeff was good enough to share those 147 shots with us. You can go to his photo page for a peek at the many cars with this link:  http://picasaweb.google.com/jeffreyalman1/AtlantaBOPC2010#     Thanks, Jeff!
Results: 

· Peoples Choice Best of Show: 
Gerald Schmidt's 1959 Buick Electra Convertible
· Presidents’ Choice Best Buick: 
Robert Spence's  1955 Buick Special;

· Presidents’ Choice Best Olds: 
Joe and Debbie Fotschky's 1969 Hurst Holiday;

· Presidents’ Choice Best Pontiac: 
David Fieseler's 1964 GTO;

· Presidents’ Choice Best Cadillac: 
Jay Friedman's 1949 model 6107. 
Winners and runners-up in the eight classes received either “Best in Class” trophies or “Peach Blossom ribbons.” Also, two special acknowledgements went to:
· Longest Drive:  
Jeff Alman, ’75 Olds Delta 88 Royale, Cooper City FL;

· Hard Luck award: 
Anne Hayes, Dalton, GA, who locked her keys in the trunk and had to call a 
lock smith. 

Thanks, all, for a terrific weekend event. A special round of applause goes out to Lewis Schwartz, whose tireless energy and thorough planning made the Peach State Cadillac and LaSalle Club proud. Martina Butler and Sandy Partridge made themselves indispensible. These three folks became the “face” of the BOPC this year, and will surely be the motivation for many people to come back in 2011!

 
Next year’s event is at the same location on Friday, April 29 and Saturday, May 1. It will be hosted by the Dixie Chapter Buick Club of America. 
Mark your calendars NOW!
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